
Welcome to Christ Episcopal Church
The Last Sunday after the Epiphany

February 19, 2023
Service of Holy Baptism

Welcome & Announcements

Voluntary Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern Johann Pachelbel
(1653-1706)

Processional Hymn 7                         “Christ whose glory fills the skies” Ratisborn

Opening Acclamation
Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
People And blessed be God’s kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you,
and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebrant then continues
Celebrant There is one Body and one Spirit;
People There is one hope in God's call to us;
Celebrant One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;
People One God and Father of all.

The Collect of the Day
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us pray.
O God, who before the passion of your only begotten Son revealed his glory upon the holy mountain:
Grant to us that we, beholding by faith the light of his countenance, may be strengthened to bear our
cross, and be changed into his likeness from glory to glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Book of Exodus
The Lord said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain, and wait there; and I will give you the tablets
of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have written for their instruction.” So Moses set
out with his assistant Joshua, and Moses went up into the mountain of God. To the elders he had said,
“Wait here for us, until we come to you again; for Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a dispute
may go to them.” Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the mountain. The glory
of the Lord settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days; on the seventh day he called to
Moses out of the cloud. Now the appearance of the glory of the Lord was like a devouring fire on the top
of the mountain in the sight of the people of Israel. Moses entered the cloud, and went up on the
mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights.

Exodus 24:12-18
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



Psalm 99 Wie schön leuchtet

1 The Lord is King; let the / people / tremble; *
he is enthroned upon the cherubim;  / let the / earth / shake.
2 The Lord is / great in / Zion; *
he is / high a/bove all / peoples.
3 Let them confess his Name, which is / great and / awesome; *
-- / he is the / Holy / One.
4 "O mighty King, lover of justice, you have es/tablished / equity; *
you have executed justice and / righteous/ness in / Jacob."
5 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God and fall / down be-fore his / footstool; *
-- / he is the / Holy / One.
6 Moses and Aaron among his priests,
and Samuel among those who / call up-on his / Name, *
they called upon the / Lord, / and he / answered them.
7 He spoke to them out of the / pillar of / cloud; *
they kept his testimonies and the de/cree / that he / gave them.
8 O Lord our God, you / answered them in/deed; *
you were a God who forgave them, yet punished them / for their / evil / deeds.
9 Proclaim the greatness of the Lord our God and worship him upon his / holy / hill; *
for the / Lord our / God is the / Holy One.

A Reading from the Second Letter of Peter
We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power and coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his majesty. For he received honor and glory from
God the Father when that voice was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son,
my Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, while we
were with him on the holy mountain. So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will
do well to be attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning
star rises in your hearts. First of all you must understand this, that no prophecy of scripture is a matter of
one’s own interpretation, because no prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by
the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

2 Peter 1:16-21
Reader The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.



Sequence Hymn 679 “Surely it is God who saves me” Thomas Merton

The Gospel
Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led them up a high
mountain, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun, and his
clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him.
Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will make three dwellings
here, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright
cloud overshadowed them, and from the cloud a voice said, “This is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am
well pleased; listen to him!” When the disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome
by fear. But Jesus came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” And when they looked
up, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered
them, “Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.”

Matthew 17:1-9
Priest The Gospel of the Lord.
People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

The Sermon The Rev. Dr. Katrina Grusell

Hymn VF68 “We bring our children” Angelus



Presentation and Examination of the Candidate
The Celebrant says
The Candidate for Holy Baptism will now be presented.

Parents and Godparents I present Vivian Marie to receive the Sacrament of Baptism.

The Celebrant asks the parents and godparents
Will you be responsible for seeing that the child you present is brought
up in the Christian faith and life?

Parents and Godparents I will, with God's help.

Celebrant Will you by your prayers and witness help this child to grow into the
full stature of Christ?

Parents and Godparents I will, with God's help.

Then the Celebrant asks the following questions of the parents and godparents who speak on behalf of the
infants and younger children

Question Do you renounce Satan and all the spiritual forces of wickedness that rebel against
God?

Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures
of God?

Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you renounce all sinful desires that draw you from the love of God?
Answer I renounce them.

Question Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Savior?
Answer I do.

Question Do you put your whole trust in his grace and love?
Answer I do.

Question Do you promise to follow and obey him as yourLord?
Answer I do.

The Celebrant addresses the congregation, saying
Will you who witness these vows do all in your power to support these persons in their life in Christ?
People We will.

The Celebrant then says these words
Let us join with those who are committing themselves to Christ and renew our own baptismal
covenant.



The Baptismal Covenant
Celebrant Do you believe in God the Father?
People I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Celebrant Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
People I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  He was conceived by the power of

the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose
again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will
come again to judge the living and the dead.

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
People I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of the
bread, and in the prayers?

People I will, with God's help.

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever you fall into sin, repent and return
to the Lord?

People I will, with God's help.

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ?
People I will, with God's help.

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving your neighbor as yourself?
People I will, with God's help.

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every
human being?

People I will, with God's help.

Prayers for the Candidates
The Celebrant then says to the congregation
Let us now pray for these persons who are to receive the Sacrament of new birth

Leader Deliver them, O Lord, from the way of sin and death.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Open their hearts to your grace and truth.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Fill them with your holy and life-giving Spirit.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Keep them in the faith and communion of your holy Church.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Teach them to love others in the power of the Spirit.
People Lord, hear our prayer.



Leader Send them into the world in witness to your love.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader Bring them to the fullness of your peace and glory.
People Lord, hear our prayer.

The Celebrant says
Grant, O Lord, that all who are baptized into the death of Jesus Christ your Son may live in the power
of his resurrection and look for him to come again in glory; who lives and reigns now and forever.
Amen.

Thanksgiving over the Water
The Celebrant blesses the water, first saying

The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Celebrant We thank you, Almighty God, for the gift of water. Over it the Holy Spirit moved in
the beginning of creation. Through it you led the children of Israel out of their bondage in Egypt into
the land of promise. In it your Son Jesus received the baptism of John and was anointed by the Holy
Spirit as the Messiah, the Christ, to lead us, through his death and resurrection, from the bondage of
sin into everlasting life.

We thank you, Father, for the water of Baptism. In it we are buried with Christ in his death. By it we
share in his resurrection. Through it we are reborn by the Holy Spirit. Therefore in joyful obedience
to your Son, we bring into his fellowship those who come to him in faith, baptizing them in the Name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

At the following words, the Celebrant touches the water
Now sanctify this water, we pray you, by the power of your Holy Spirit, that those who here are
cleansed from sin and born again may continue for ever in the risen life of Jesus Christ our Savior.

To him, to you, and to the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.

The Baptism
The candidate is presented by name to the Celebrant
Vivian Marie, I baptize you in the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Then the Priest places a hand on the person's head, marking on the forehead the sign of the cross using
Chrism, saying
Vivian Marie, you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptism and marked as Christ's own for ever.
Amen.

The Priest, at a place in full sight of the congregation, prays over them, saying
Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, we thank you that by water and the Holy Spirit you have bestowed upon this your
servant the forgiveness of sin, and have raised her to the new life of grace. Sustain her, O Lord, in
your Holy Spirit. Give her an inquiring and discerning heart, the courage to will and to persevere, a
spirit to know and to love you, and the gift of joy and wonder in all your works. Amen.



Celebrant Let us welcome the newly baptized.
Celebrant and People
We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith of Christ crucified, proclaim his
resurrection, and share with us in his eternal priesthood.

The Peace
Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.

The Holy Communion

Know that whoever you are, wherever you find yourself on your journey of faith,
there is a place for you here. All baptized Christians are invited to receive communion;

those not receiving communion are invited to come forward for a blessing.

Offertory Anthem Gaelic Blessing John Rutter

The Doxology Lasst uns erfreuen

The Great Thanksgiving
Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
People And also with you.
Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
People We lift them to the Lord.
Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.
Celebrant
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to  you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth. Because in the mystery of the Word made flesh, you have caused a new
light to shine in our hearts, to give the knowledge of your glory in the face of your Son Jesus Christ our
Lord. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company
of heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:



Holy, Holy, Holy Lord 

The people stand or kneel.

Celebrant
We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation;
in the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the
Word made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin
Mary, to be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have delivered us from evil, and made us
worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error into truth, out of sin into
righteousness, out of death into life.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me."

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said,
"Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for
the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me."

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People
We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

Celebrant
And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine. We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts
that they may be the Sacrament of the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to
your Son in his sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In
the fullness of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country
where, with all your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through
Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our
salvation. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours,
Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,



The Lord’s Prayer                                                                                                                   BCP 364
Celebrant and People
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread.

Fraction Hymn

The Celebrant says the following Invitation
The Gifts of God for the People of God.

Communion Hymn 686 “Come thou font of every blessing” Nettleton

Post Communion Prayer
Celebrant Let us pray,
Celebrant and People
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of your Son our
Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food  in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.
Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with
gladness and singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing
May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives may be a light to the world; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you, and remain with you
always. Amen.

Processional Hymn 390 “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” Lobe den Herren



The Dismissal
Deacon Let us go forth in the name of Christ.
People Thanks be to God.   

Voluntary Improvisation on “Steal Away to Jesus”


